DEMOCRACY IN FRANCE
for presenting France as a war-monger—were delayed until
1942. They were framed by Vichy to place responsibility for
French defeat on the shoulders of the Republican politicians—
Blum, Daladier and their colleagues in government between
1936 and 1939. The vigorous and eloquent defence put up by
the accused showed that to a very large extent the blame rested
on the General Staff and the High Command, of which Mar-
shal Petain and Admiral Darlan had been leading members.
Riom became a dramatic battle between civilians and service
chiefs, parliamentarians and militarists: a competition in mud-
slinging, of which the civilians got so much the best that the
trials were called off and left undecided. The main contentions
of the Republicans—that the government had never failed to
supply the service chiefs with all the men and material they
asked, and that the social reforms carried out in 1936-7 had not
interfered with the programme of rearmament laid down by
the experts in defence, seemed to be amply borne out by the
facts and figures. Perhaps the final truth is that for a nation
of forty millions to have avoided defeat by a nation of seventy
millionSj it would have had to be extremely well prepared and
equipped: and whatever the reason, France undoubtedly fell
very far short of these requirements.1
Military and naval preparedness—conspicuously in an over-
burdened power such as France—cannot be intelligibly con-
sidered apart from policy and diplomacy. Had the Soviet
Union been won as an active ally by 1939, or had the Rhine-
1 Cf. Pierre Tissier: The Riom Trial (1942), and Leon Blum before
his Judges (1943). In 1923, the period of compulsory military service
was reduced from three years to eighteen months, and in 1928 to
only one year. In 1928 the number of professional soldiers was in-
creased by 50 per cent (to 106,000), and the conscription age raised
again from twenty to twenty-one. Thus more reliance came to be
placed on the standing Army than before 1914 (see above, p. 180).
The first special credits for the Maginot Line were voted in December
1929. It was scheduled to be completed by 1935, to compensate for
the shortage in French man-power between 1934-9 when the age-
groups born between 1914-18 would be called up for service. These
were computed to be only half the normal annual call-up of over
250,000.

